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(57) ABSTRACT

A valve for controlling two gas flows, having: two ducts, in
each of which a flap is rotatably mounted on a shaft; an
electric motor that drives a shaft via a gear unit; and a
transmission mechanism which, depending on the move-
ment direction of the first flap, drives the second flap. Each
flap is arranged in a separate housing part and the two
housing parts are connected to one another.

6 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
VALVE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a U.S. national stage of application No. PCT/
EP2013/075924, filed on Dec. 9, 2013. Priority is claimed
on German Application No. DE102012223466.7 filed Dec.
17, 2012, the content of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a valve for regulating two gas
flows, wherein, in two ducts, there is arranged a respective
flap mounted rotatably on a respective shaft, having an
electric motor that drives one shaft via a gearing, and having
a transmission mechanism that drives the second flap in a
manner dependent on the movement of the first flap.

2. Detailed Description of Prior Art

Valves of this type are used in motor vehicles as air and
exhaust-gas valves, and are known. In this case, gas flows
pass through the ducts with the flaps, which gas flows are
intended to be supplied individually, or mixed in certain
ratios, to a third duct in accordance with the situation. This
means that the angle of rotation of the first flap is assigned
a particular angle of rotation of the second flap. Accordingly,
the rotational angle of the first flap corresponds to a par-
ticular operating situation, to which the angle of rotation of
the second flap must be adapted. The adaptation of the angle
of rotation of the first flap to the corresponding operating
situation is realized through the actuation of the electric
motor. The corresponding adjustment of the second flap is
then effected by way of the transmission mechanism. For
this purpose, it is known for the flaps to be arranged in a
housing. Owing to the duct arrangement, this has an influ-
ence on the arrangement of the flaps, of the shaft and of the
drive. As a result, a housing of said type is of relatively
complex construction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the invention is based on providing a valve
which, in particular with regard to the housing, is of simple
construction.

According to one embodiment, each flap is arranged in a
housing part, and the two housing parts are connected to one
another.

With the arrangement of each flap in a housing part, it is
possible for the two individual housings (housing parts) to
be of simpler design, whereby they can be produced more
easily. Furthermore, the fixtures, such as flap and shaft, can
be installed more easily. Here, the additional assembly step
for the connection of the two individual housings involves
considerably less outlay. A further advantage is that, for the
individual housings, use can be made of already existing
housings, which is likewise conducive to a simplification of
the valve.

In an advantageous refinement, the two housings are
screwed together. In this way, a secure and above all
gas-tight connection of the two housings parts is realized. A
further advantage is that the flap with the shaft can be
installed in each housing in advance, before the two hous-
ings are connected to one another.

In one embodiment, the two housings parts are composed
of different materials. The different materials selection per-
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mits an optimum adaptation of the respective housing to the
field of use. For example, a thermally highly loaded housing,
which conducts an exhaust-gas flow may be produced from
a metal or a metal alloy, preferably cast aluminum, whereas
the less intensely loaded housing may be composed of a
plastic. Aside from the lower costs, the lower weight is a
major advantage here.

An advantage of the valve being formed from two hous-
ings parts comes to bear in particular if the duct configura-
tion is relatively complex. For example, the separate hous-
ings or housing parts permit an optimum adaptation to the
respective duct, whereas the connection of the two housings
can be configured subsequently. Such a duct configuration
may exist even if the two ducts are arranged at an angle,
preferably at right angles, to one another.

For the two gas flows to be controlled using only one
electric motor drive, the two flaps are connected to one
another by a transmission mechanism. The movement of the
two flaps relative to one another can be adapted to a
multiplicity of different movement profiles. In a structurally
particularly simple refinement, this is realized by two levers
and a coupling rod that connects the levers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described in more detail on the basis
of an exemplary embodiment. In the FIGURE:

The FIGURE is an exploded illustration of the valve
according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The valve illustrated in the FIGURE is composed of a first
housing 1 with a chamber 2 in which an electric motor 3 is
arranged. A shaft 5 is driven by a gearing 4. A first flap 12"
is fastened to the shaft 5, which opens or closes a first duct
7 as a result of a rotation of the shaft 5. The gearing 4 is
arranged in a further chamber 8 of the first housing 1, said
further chamber being closed off by way of a cover 9. The
valve furthermore has a second housing 10 with a second
duct 11 in which a second flap 12 is arranged. The second
flap 12 is fastened to a second shaft 13, such that the second
flap 12 opens or closes the second duct 11 when the second
shaft 13 rotates. Downstream of the flap 12 as viewed in the
flow direction, the second housing 10 has an opening 14 that
issues into the second duct 11, said opening having, on the
outer side, a flange 15. The flange 15 is connected to a
further flange 16, which is arranged on the end of the first
duct 7 of the first housing 1.

The first shaft 5 extends through the first housing 1 by
way of bearing bore 17. A first lever 18 is fastened to the end
of the shaft 5, which is connected by way of a coupling rod
19 to a second lever 20, which in turn is fastened to the end
of the second shaft 13. In a manner dependent on the
arrangement of the levers 18, 20 with respect to the position
of the respective flap, different mixing ratios of the two gas
flows can be generated at corresponding rotational angles of
the flaps. Fresh air flows via the second duct 11, which fresh
air has exhaust gas admixed to it via the first duct 7. Owing
to the high temperatures of the exhaust gas, first housing 1
is composed of an aluminum alloy. The second housing 10
is composed of plastic, as the exhaust gas is admixed to the
cool fresh air, and thus the housing 10 is subjected to a
significantly lower thermal load.

Thus, while there have shown and described and pointed
out fundamental novel features of the invention as applied to
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a preferred embodiment thereof, it will be understood that
various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form
and details of the devices illustrated, and in their operation,
may be made by those skilled in the art without departing
from the spirit of the invention. For example, it is expressly
intended that all combinations of those elements and/or
method steps which perform substantially the same function
in substantially the same way to achieve the same results are
within the scope of the invention. Moreover, it should be
recognized that structures and/or elements and/or method
steps shown and/or described in connection with any dis-
closed form or embodiment of the invention may be incor-
porated in any other disclosed or described or suggested
form or embodiment as a general matter of design choice. It
is the intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by
the scope of the claims appended hereto.

The invention claimed is:
1. A valve configured to regulate two gas flows, compris-
ing:

a first housing part composed of a first material having a
first duct;

a first shaft arranged in the first housing part;

a first flap mounted rotatably on the first shaft and
arranged in the first duct;
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a second housing part composed of a second material that
is different than the first material connected to the first
housing part and having a second duct;

a second shaft arranged in the second housing part;

a second flap mounted rotatably on the second shaft and
arranged in the second duct;

an electric motor configured to drive the first shaft; and

a transmission mechanism configured to drive the second
flap in a manner dependent on a movement of the first
flap,

wherein the first material and the second material are
selected from the group consisting of metal and plastic.

2. The valve as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
housing part and the second housing part are screwed
together.

3. The valve as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first duct
and the second duct are arranged at an angle with respect to
each other.

4. The valve as claimed in claim 1, wherein the transmis-
sion mechanism comprises a coupling rod and at least one
lever.

5. The valve as claimed in claim 3, wherein the angle is
a right angle.

6. The valve as claimed in claim 1, wherein the electric
motor drives the first shaft via a gearing.
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